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SUBJECT: PRENCH POSITION CONCERNING PARACELS AND SPRATLEYS 

1. QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR POR ASIA (INDOCHINA) BOLLE TOLD 
EMBOPP THAT THE CHINESE HAD CALLED ON QUAI DIRECTOR FOR 
ASIA FROMENT-MEURICE JANUARY 23 TO PRESENT THE TWO PRC 
STATEMENTS (JANUARY 1 1 AND 20) CONCERNING CHINESE POSITION 
ON THE PARACELS AND THE RECENT CONPLICT THERE WITH THE 
GVN. THE CHINESE WERE UNABLE TO ANSWER THE FRENCH 
QUESTIONS WITH ANY PRECISION, INDICATING THAT THEY HAD 
RECEIVED LITTLE OTHER THAN THE OPPICIAL NOTES AND THE NCNA 
REPORTS. 

2. ON JANUARY 24 THE GVN AMBASSADOR CALLED ON PROMENT- 
MEURICE TO ASK POR PRENCH SUPPORT POR INSCRIBING THE 
PARACELS PROBLEM ON THE AGENDA OP THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL. 
PROMENT-MEURICE SAID THE GOP WOULD REELECT ON THE 

GVN REQUEST. (BOLLE COMMENTED THAT PRESS REPORTS 
THAT PRENCH UN REP HAD INSTRUCTIONS TO ABSTAIN 
WERE ERRONEOUS.) THE GVN AMBASSADOR ALSO ASKED 
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IN PREPARING ITS CASE ESTABLISHING VIETNAMESE 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE PARACELS. FROMENT-MEURICE 
SAID THAT THE REQUEST MERITED REFLECTION. BOLLE 
COMMENTED TO EMBOFF THAT WHILE FRANCE MIGHT MAKE 
CERTAIN DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE TO THE GVN, IT WOULD 
NOT BE EASY TO OPEN UP THE FRENCH ARCHIVES. FRENCH 
EMBASSY IN SAIGON HAD SAID ITS FILES WERE COMPLETELY 
DISORDERED; FILES IN FRANCE ARE IN BETTER ORDER, BUT 
ARE DEPOSITED IN SEVERAL PLACES. 

3. BOLLE SAID THAT GOF TOOK BASICALLY THE SAME VIEW 
AS DID THE US; THE CONFLICTING CLAIMS WERE VERY 
COMPLICATED AND FRANCE HOPED THE MATTER COULD BE 
SOLVED PEACEFULLY. BOLLE SAID GOF CONSIDERED THAT 

AS THE "PROTECTING " POWER OF INDOCHINA FOR A PERIOD OF 
YEARS, IT HAD AT THAT TIME ESPOUSED THE VIEWS OF THE 
ANNAMITE EMPIRE, WHICH HAD CONTINUALLY HELD THAT 
PARACELS AND SPRATLEYS WERE VIETNAMESE TERRITORY. 
BOLLE SAID THAT GOF WAS IN THE PROCESS OF STUDYING 
THE VARIOUS CLAIMS AND THOUGHT THAT THERE WOULD 
NEVER BE A CLEAR CASE. WORLD COURT DECISIONS 
PROVIDED LITTLE GUIDANCE FOR A LEGAL "RULING " FAVORING 
ONE SIDE OR ANOTHER. GOF IS VERY RELUCTANT TO TAKE 
ANY POSITION ON THE DISPUTE. 

4. BOLLE ASKED WHETHER THE US HAD SEEN ANY INDICATION 
THAT THE PRC WAS PREPARING TO MOVE MILITARILY TOWARD 
THE SPRATLEYS. EMBOFF SAID THAT THERE WERE NO 
INDICATIONS OF A CHINESE MOVE TO DATE OF WHICH HE 
WAS AWARE. BOLLE ASKED WHETHER THE US TOOK THE SAME 
POSITION CONCERNING THE SPRATLEYS AS THE PARACELS. 
EMBOFF SAID OFFICIAL US STATEMENTS HAD INDICATED WE 
VIEWED THE TWO ISLAND GROUPS AS PRESENTING SIMILAR 
PROBLEMS, BUT WE WOULD INQUIRE CONCERNING OFFICIAL 
POSITION. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED; IF THERE IS AN OFFICIAL US 
POSITION ON THE SPRATLEYS WHICH DEPARTMENT WISHES US 
TO CONVEY TO GOF, WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING IT. 
STONE 
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